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If you’re looking for a good spot to exercise in the Lower Valley,
consider the Playa Drain Trail. The recreational trail is paved,

If you’re looking for a good spot to exercise in the Lower
Valley, consider the Playa Drain Trail. The recreational
trail is paved, making it easy for trail users ranging from
older users to families with young children. On top of this
the trail is jam-packed with amenities including benches,
shade structures, water fountains, bike racks & bike repair
stations, exercise stations, picnic tables and public art. 

As of December 2023, the Playa Drain Trail is in two
segments. From its northern end at Ascarate Park, the
trail follows the Valley Gate Lateral canal through
primarily residential neighborhoods to Riverside High
School. Along the way, the trail passes Hidden Valley
Park, Cedar Grove Pond, and Riverside Park. This
segment is 3.2 miles long.

There are plans to fill the gap in the route between Riverside
High School and Knights Drive, slightly southeast of Thomas
Manor Park. 

Picking up on Knights Drive, the Playa Drain Trail runs along
the banks of the stormwater ditch from which it gets its name.
The trail follows the ditch south as it meanders past JP
Shawver Park. The almost mile-long section running along
the edge of the park and is also known as the Independence
Drive Bike Trail or the Independence Hike and Bike Linear
Trail. This portion is a 14-foot wide asphalt trail just short of a
mile. The trail provides a recreational space for local residents
while connecting them to JP Shawver Park and the amenities
in the park, which include tennis courts, soccer fields,
baseball diamonds, and a swimming pool. 

Continuing seamlessly to Ysleta High School, the Playa Drain
Trail is briefly known as the Ysleta High School Trail as it runs
past the school. The trail continues to meander south until it
reaches Capistrano Park, which serves as the trail's southern
end. This segment is 3.6 miles long.

The Playa Drain Trail is also the first segment of a planned 60-
mile trail called the Paso del Norte Trail.
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Parking & Trail Access

Parking is available at Ascarate Park (6900 Delta Dr, El
Paso). Hidden Valley Park (200 Coconut Tree Ln, El Paso), JP
Shawver Park(8100 Independence Dr, El Paso), 

El Paso's public transit system, Sun Metro, provides access to
the trail via multiple bus stops along or near the route.

Visit the TrailLink map for all transit options, parking
locations, and detailed directions.

States: Texas

Counties: El Paso

Length: 6.8miles

Trail end points: Manny Martinez Dr at

Ascarate Park (6900 Delta Dr, El Paso) to

Capistrano Park (8700 Padilla Dr, El Paso)

Trail surfaces: Asphalt,Concrete

Trail category: Greenway/Non-RT

Trail activities: Bike,Inline

Skating,Wheelchair Accessible,Walking
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