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It took a nearly a decade of work and collaboration between two
Central Iowa communities and a host of other partners to move the

It took a nearly a decade of work and collaboration
between two Central Iowa communities and a host of
other partners to move the JewEllsworth Trail from vision
to reality. The trail sits in the disused Union Pacific
Railroad that was railbanked in 2009 but there were
challenges in securing the funding to actually build the
trail. Local champions did not give up though, and for
their efforts, the residents of Jewell and Ellsworth can now
boast of this 3.5 miles walking and biking pathway in a
place where such infrastructure was otherwise lacking.
The trail begins on Main Street in Jewell and heads east to
Ellsworth, along crop fields and parallel to 330th Street.
Bridges carry trail users over the different waterways,
including a 225-foot steel bridge over Skunk River. Flat
and paved, the trail is inviting for users of all ages, and is a
safe space for fitness and recreation as well as commuting

between the two towns.
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https://www.railstotrails.org/build-trails/trail-building-toolbox/acquisition/railbanking/


Parking & Trail Access

There is no dedicated parking for this trail but there may be
on-street parking available at either end.

States: Iowa

Counties: Hamilton

Length: 3.5miles

Trail end points: Main Street/ US 63 (Jewell) to

Delphi Street (Ellsworth)

Trail surfaces: Concrete

Trail category: Rail-Trail

Trail activities: Bike,Inline

Skating,Wheelchair Accessible,Walking
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