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The Ohlone Greenway waltzes through the Bay Area cities of
Berkeley, Albany, and El Cerrito for 5.3 miles with its partner, Bay

The Ohlone Greenway waltzes through the Bay Area cities
of Berkeley, Albany, and El Cerrito for 5.3 miles with its
partner, Bay Area Rapid Transit (BART). Doubling as a
commuter and recreation route through the urban
setting, the trail is named for the Indigenous people who
once lived throughout Central California’s coastal areas.

The paved trail links several parks and community
gardens, as well as business districts with opportunities
for refreshments. The ever-present elevated BART tracks
lead to three stations, where bicyclists and walkers can
board trains to destinations anywhere on the 130-mile
system.

The greenway right-of-way dates back to the 1880s, when
it was a transportation corridor for several railroads. One

of these, the Key System, rolled through Berkeley to the San
Francisco Bay ferry crossing in Emeryville. Separately, the
California & Mt. Diablo Railroad ran through the corridor on
narrow-gauge tracks laid in the 1880s. Eventually, the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway (often referred to as
Santa Fe) gained control in 1903 and widened the tracks to
handle commonly sized freight cars running between
Richmond and Oakland. Santa Fe stopped using the tracks in
the late 1970s.

The trail starts in the south at linear Ohlone Park, which is
situated along four blocks of Hearst Avenue, in one of
Berkeley’s oldest neighborhoods, within a half mile of the
University of California, Berkeley’s campus. Initially slated for
apartments in the incendiary late 1960s, the space was turned
over to the city after activists planted sod and trees and set up
camp in protest. You’ll find an off-leash dog park (one of the
nation’s first), exercise equipment, a playground, and a
community garden here.

The North Berkeley BART station complex interrupts the
greenway after a half mile at Sacramento Street. To reach the
off-road trail again, take Delaware Street one block west, turn
north on Acton Street, go one block, and return to the trail at
the northwest corner of Virginia and Acton Streets.
(Separated bike lanes to connect the trail segments are
scheduled to be installed through the BART complex by
mid-2023.)

The greenway continues through neighborhoods and
commercial areas in a northwesterly direction. Unlike the
BART tracks passing overhead, the greenway is impeded by
stops at frequent major street crossings. You’ll find eateries
and shopping at the Solano Avenue intersection in Albany,
about 1.3 miles north of Berkeley.

After passing through Albany, the greenway arrives at the El
Cerrito Plaza BART station in about a mile. It’s another 2 miles
through commercial and residential areas to the El Cerrito
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Parking & Trail Access

Parking is available at BART stations along the route. Fees are
charged Monday–Friday, 4am–3pm. Parking is free on
weekends and BART holidays. Refer to the BART parking
guide for more information. 

Street parking is available in Berkeley/Albany on Masonic
Avenue, between Santa Fe Avenue and Brighton Avenue.

Visit the TrailLink map for exact locations and detailed
directions.

States: California

Counties: Alameda,Contra Costa

Length: 5.3miles

Trail end points: Martin Luther King, Jr. Way

at Hearst Ave (Berkeley) to Richmond

Greenway & San Pablo Ave, 190 feet north of

Ohio St(El Cerrito)

Trail surfaces: Asphalt

Trail category: Rail-Trail

Trail activities: Bike,Inline

Skating,Wheelchair Accessible,Walking
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https://www.bart.gov/guide/parking
https://www.bart.gov/guide/parking
https://www.traillink.com/trail-maps/ohlone-greenway/
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