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The first 5.5-mile segment of the 38-mile Sangamon Valley Trail
opened in summer 2011 and runs between Centennial Park and

The first 5.5-mile segment of the 38-mile Sangamon
Valley Trail opened in summer 2011 and runs between
Centennial Park and Stuart Park in Springfield.

In 2017, a 6-mile extension was opened between Stuart
Park and Irwin Bridge Rd. The paved addition features two
bridges that put trail users eye-level with the tree line. The
trail extension enables the recreational pathway to cross
the Sangamon River, the river that provided the trail with
its name. When complete, the Sangamon Valley Trail will
link Girard and Athens, as well as the towns between. The
trail follows an abandoned right-of-way of the old St.
Louis, Peoria and North Western Railway, which later
became part of the Chicago and North Western Railroad.
The north-south trail is located in western Sangamon
County.
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Parking & Trail Access

There is trail access at all its street crossings south of Old
Jacksonville Road. The only trail parking is in the parks at its
end points. Located in the extreme southwest corner of
Springfield, Centennial Park is easy to get to and has two
parking lots with direct access to the trail. To get there from
I-72, take the Wabash Avenue exit and turn northeast toward
Springfield. Upon entering the sweeping curve to the east,
turn left onto Bunker Hill Road. Proceed just over 1/2 mile till
you see the turn-ins to the park and parking on the right.

For the extension north of Stuart Park, you can park at
Cantrall Creek Road, which is about 0.5 miles west of Brown
Rd. and a mile from the Irwin Bridge Rd. endpoint. 

See TrailLink Map for more detailed information.

States: Illinois

Counties: Sangamon

Length: 11.5miles

Trail end points: Irwin Bridge Rd. to

Centennial Park, Bunker Hill Rd.

Trail surfaces: Asphalt

Trail category: Rail-Trail

Trail activities: Bike,Inline

Skating,Wheelchair Accessible,Walking
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Sangamon+Valley+Trail+Parking/@39.8947905,-89.7080485,17.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x8875360111123de5:0xd0bdc765708e6e91!2sCantrall+Creek+Rd,+Cantrall,+IL+62625!3b1!8m2!3d39.8949849!4d-89.6967754!3m4!1s0x887549f9e8494d5b:0x1413b9cf1a38403d!8m2!3d39.8947279!4d-89.7091037
https://www.traillink.com/trail-maps/sangamon-valley-trail/
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