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Only a mile long, the Savage Mill Trail rolls through a significant
piece of Howard County’s industrial heritage as it crosses the

Only a mile long, the Savage Mill Trail rolls through a
significant piece of Howard County’s industrial heritage
as it crosses the grounds of an old textile mill complex on
the Little Patuxent River. The mill has been renovated into
a restaurant and shopping destination and, together with
the former company town located just north, is listed on
the National Register of Historic Places.

About the Route

Start alongside a four-story brick-and-stone building at
the edge of the complex, parts of which date to 1822. The
compound harnessed the power of the Little Patuxent
River to run the textile looms, as well as a gristmill and
sawmill. Upwards of 300 people were employed at the mill
during peak production.

The trail crosses the river on the unique Bollman Truss
Bridge, an iron structure used to carry a spur from the
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad’s (B&O’s) Patuxent Branch into
the plant. Built for another location in 1852, the twin-span
bridge was installed here in 1887 to replace a stone arch
bridge. As the lone surviving example of a style of iron bridge
widely used in the 1800s, it has earned a National Historic
Landmark plaque.

Crossing the 160-foot span, trail users will notice the train
tracks have been left in place on one side so one can imagine
the train rolling past. Across the river, the trail follows the old
corridor of the B&O branch that heads upstream. The B&O
built the connection from the main line a few miles south in
the 1880s but closed it beyond Savage Mill in 1928.

The trail on the south bank runs on compacted ground-up
asphalt and then becomes dirt before ending abruptly in the
woods. Stairways lead down to the river’s edge, where there
are views of the mill complex and fishermen.

Although the trail is near a major highway and a bustling
shopping center, the white oaks surrounding the trail and the
music of the river spilling over large boulders create the
impression that the trail is shrouded by wilderness. It’s easy to
stop and savor the natural oasis at one of the trail’s many
picnic tables.

Connections

Just past the western trail endpoint, trail users can connect to
the Patuxent Branch Trail.
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Parking & Trail Access

The Savage Mill Trail runs between 8600 Foundry St. (Savage)
and Patuxent Trail 11 (Jessup).

Parking is available off Gorman Rd. 

Please see TrailLink Map for all parking options and detailed
directions.

States: Maryland

Counties: Howard

Length: 1.2miles

Trail end points: 8600 Foundry St. (Savage)  to

Patuxent Trail 11 (Jessup)

Trail surfaces: Asphalt,Dirt,Gravel

Trail category: Rail-Trail

Trail activities: Bike,Inline

Skating,Fishing,Mountain

Biking,Walking,Cross Country Skiing
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