
20
24

Taconite State
Trail
Minnesota



The Taconite State Trail runs for 165 miles between Grand Rapids
and Ely, Minnesota, but only the first 6 miles in Grand Rapids are

The Taconite State Trail runs for 165 miles between Grand
Rapids and Ely, Minnesota, but only the first 6 miles in
Grand Rapids are paved. Most of the trail is used in winter
for snowmobiling and cross-country skiing, while
mountain bikers and equestrians enjoy the trail in
summer (sections are under standing water at times
during summer).

Along the trail you will meander through birch-aspen-
pine forests and past remote lakes, bogs and flowing
streams. A portion of the trail follows an abandoned rail
corridor, and from Grand Rapids north, you will see the
environmental effects of the taconite and iron mining
industries. Farther north the terrain is more wooded, and
some of it quite rocky, and crosses the rolling hills of state
and national forests, including Bear Head Lake, Soudan

Underground Mine and McCarthy Beach.

Rest areas and picnic facilities along the Taconite State Trail
provide scenic views of remote countryside. From Grand
Rapids north to County Highway 61, the Taconite Trail follows
the same course as the Mesabi Trail, and at Pike River
Flowage near Peyla, the Taconite Trail meets the southern
end point of the Arrowhead State Trail.
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http://www.traillink.com/trail/mesabi-trail-%28st-louis-and-lake-county-regional-railroad-authority%29.aspx
http://www.traillink.com/trail/arrowhead-state-trail.aspx


Parking & Trail Access

There are several access points and parking areas along the
route. In Grand Rapids park near the Speedway north of town
near Crystal Lake. Parking is also available off Scenic Highway
northwest of Lower Balsam Lake, off SR 65 west of Sherry
Lake, off SR 73 south of Sturgeon, off SR 169 south of Peyla, in
the town of Tower and in Ely. For more information, contact
Minnesota DNR: Grand Rapids Area, 1201 E. Hwy 2, Grand
Rapids, MN 55744; 218-999-7920.

States: Minnesota

Counties: Itasca,St. Louis

Length: 165miles

Trail end points: Nr. the cemetery off North

Shore/SR 1 (Ely) to NE 14th St. by the

fairgrounds (Grand Rapids)

Trail surfaces: Asphalt,Ballast,Dirt,Grass,

Gravel

Trail category: Rail-Trail

Trail activities: Bike,Inline

Skating,Fishing,Wheelchair
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