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The Waterford segment of the Champlain Canalway Trail begins
on the Mohawk River at the Old Champlain Canal Lock 4 and

The Waterford segment of the Champlain Canalway Trail
begins on the Mohawk River at the Old Champlain Canal
Lock 4 and continues north following the old canal
towpath past Lock 7 to Upper Newtown Road on the line
between Halfmoon and Mechanicville.

The southernmost section, south of the Erie Canal Lock 2,
is currently in bad shape and desperately in need of
maintenance. The section north of Lock E2 is in much
better shape having been resurfaced in October 2021 as far
as Lock 5, along with the opening of the section between
Lock 5 and Upper Newtown Road.

The trail crosses the Erie Canal in downtown Waterford.
The trail splits and a short section runs south along the
east side of the canal and passes the Waterford Harbor

Visitor Center (1 Tugboat Alley,). This short spur connects
with the Black Bridge Trail (part of the Empire State Trail) at
the corner of Second Street and Front Street. The trail will be
extended north of Upper Newtown Rd as far as Mechanicville
(and a connection with the Zim Smith Mid-County Trail) with
grading.
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https://www.traillink.com/trail/black-bridge-trail/
https://www.traillink.com/trail/zim-smith-mid-county-trail/


Parking & Trail Access

This trail can be accessed easily from the Black Bridge Trail
(just follow the street or canal side path up the hill to Lock E2)
and parking areas on that trail. Street parking is available in
Waterford near Lock E2. There is a dedicated parking lot at
the northern terminus on Upper Newtown Rd in Halfmoon.
Visit the TrailLink map for all options and detailed directions.

The CDTA's public transit system provides access to the trail.
Visit the CDTA website to plan your trip and refer to the
TrailLink map to find your most convenient transit stop.

States: New York

Counties: Saratoga

Length: 6.7miles

Trail end points: 18 Empire State Trail on

Upper Newtown Rd (Halfmoon/Mechanicville)

to Old Champlain Canal Lock 4 (Waterford)

Trail surfaces: Asphalt,Crushed Stone,Gravel

Trail category: Canal

Trail activities: Bike,Walking
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